
ECHA/ECPS UN and NGO Task Force 

on Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse

Background
The Executive Committees on Humanitarian Affairs and Peace and Security (ECHA/ECPS) United Nations (UN) and Nongovernmental Organization (NGO) Task Force on Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) was established in February 2005 with the aim of preventing acts of sexual exploitation and abuse (SEA) by personnel of the UN, NGOs and intergovernmental organizations and improving response to SEA when it occurs.  
OCHA and DFS co-chair this task force that includes more than 35 UN and non-UN entities.  The PSEA Task Force took up the work of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Task Force on Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse in Humanitarian Crises, whose efforts had led to issuance of the UN Secretary-General’s Bulletin on special measures for protection from sexual exploitation and sexual abuse.
Areas of focus

The work of the PSEA Task Force addresses four focus areas: 1) engagement with and support of local populations, 2) prevention, 3) response systems, and 4) management and coordination.
Main activities

The PSEA Task Force supports the establishment of UN and NGO policies and develops tools so as to assist in protecting from sexual exploitation and abuse.  Its outputs include: 

· a Statement of Commitment on Eliminating Sexual Exploitation and Abuse by UN and non-UN Personnel, 
· an awareness-raising video To Serve with Pride: Zero Tolerance for Sexual Exploitation and Abuse, 
· a UN strategy on assistance to victims, adopted by the General Assembly in December 2007 and
· training modules for managers and PSEA focal points.

Future outputs will include guidance on developing complaints mechanisms and guidance for implementing the Secretary-General’s Bulletin on SEA.  The PSEA Task Force also provides strategic and technical support to selected field operations, such as by building capacity through training.

Finally, the PSEA Task Force strengthens inter-agency collaboration on PSEA activities so as to ensure complementarity and knowledge-sharing and avoid duplication.

Resources/contacts
The Task Force will soon place a repository of tools online at www.un.org/pseataskforce.  
To contact the Task Force, one can email seatf@un.org.
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